For Immediate Release
Contact: René Schroeder, Executive Director
Tel: +32 2 761 16 53
eurobat@eurobat.org
EUROBAT calls for all battery technologies to be represented in the EU Battery Alliance, ensuring
policy coherence and competitiveness of the sector
(BRUSSELS, 18 June 2018) - EUROBAT, the European association representing manufacturers of
automotive and industrial batteries, organized its 2018 Forum in Brussels on 15 June.
In his welcome address of the Forum, Johann-Friedrich Dempwolff, President of EUROBAT and VicePresident Industry & Government Relations EMEA at Johnson Controls Power Solutions, emphasized the
need to boost the competitiveness of the entire industry to lead towards the decarbonisation of several
sectors of the economy, in the framework of the Battery Alliance launched by the Vice-President of the
European Commission Maroš Šefčovič. All battery technologies have the potential to contribute to the
decarbonisation of the European economy. He also underlined the necessity of having coherent
legislation on batteries to improve the competitiveness of the EU battery industry, avoiding bans of
specific technologies.
The sessions of the Forum addressed three topics in detail: (1) CO2 emissions from road transport impact of EC proposals on battery development and manufacturing; (2) sustainability considerations of
batteries; and (3) European Battery Alliance and new EC batteries action plan.
In his opening speech of session I, Stefaan Vergote, DG Clima, presented the European Commission
proposal on new CO2 emission targets for cars, vans and heavy duty vehicles, in the framework of the
transition to a decarbonized transport sector. Petr Dolejsi of ACEA (European Automobile
Manufacturers' Association) presented the viewpoint of OEMs on the proposed CO2 targets. He
highlighted that improved fuel and diesel vehicles will continue to play a key role in future CO2
reductions, and that e-mobility targets should be subject to conditionality clauses on market uptake
and fueling stations. Jon Stenning of Cambridge Econometrics presented the results of the European
Climate Foundation study “Fuelling Europe’s Future II” and the societal benefits of shifting to emobility. He remarked that overall the transition will bring economic and environmental benefits, but
some challenges will have to be addressed, in particular to mitigate the negative impact on jobs in the
traditional automotive sector. Finally, Cian O’Dunlaing of Johnson Controls Power Solutions and
chairman of the EUROBAT Starter-Lighting-Ignition WG presented the opportunities for low-voltage
electrification, from energy recuperation to 48v technology. For these applications, multiple
technologies, particularly lithium-ion and lead-based, will coexist for the foreseeable future to deliver
CO2 savings.
The second session on sustainability considerations of batteries was opened by Chris Heron of
Eurometaux, who remarked how a competitive battery industry is now recognized as absolutely
essential for EU’s low carbon economy. To ensure the competitiveness of the industry, it will be
fundamental to strike a balance between sustainability and industry growth objectives, achieving a
sustainable and competitive raw materials industry. Micheal Ostermann of Exide Technologies stated
that restrictions on selected heavy metals is a misleading concept, and a more integrated approach of
environmental sustainability has to be considered. Risk Management should be regulated in the
Batteries Directive. Prof. Dr. Eng. Noshin Omar of Vrije Universiteit Brussel presented opportunities
and challenges related to second life of batteries. In particular, economic and legislative barriers will
have to be addressed to boost the market for second life batteries. In the closing presentation, Evgeni

Stoyanov of Trafigura discussed the impact of electric vehicles in the cobalt and nickel raw materials
markets. Both markets are likely to experience a steady growth in the coming years, and production
will have to increase considerably to satisfy growing demand of metals.
The last session on the European Battery Alliance and new EC batteries action plan was opened by
Joanna Szychowska of DG Grow, who presented the plans of the European Commission to boost the
competitiveness of the EU battery industry in the framework of the EU Battery Alliance. Dr Christoph
Neef of the Fraunhofer-Institute for Systems and Innovation Research presented some forecasts on liion battery production and their potential growth related to the development of e-mobility. Dr Neef
highlighted that Europe has the chance to manufacture its own battery cells, focusing on optimized
LIBs or Li-based technologies in the short term and all-solid-state-batteries after 2025. Dr Alistair
Davidson of the Advanced Lead Acid Battery Consortium (ALABC) presented key technical
developments and applications for lead-based batteries. Lead-based batteries have still potential for
development and are already contributing to the decarbonisation of the transport sector, and should
therefore be covered in the EU Battery Alliance. Finally, Simon Perraud, PhD of CEA-Liten presented
short and medium-term R&I priorities on batteries in the framework of the EU Battery Alliance.
René Schroeder, Executive Director of EUROBAT, closed the Forum thanking all participants and
announcing that next year’s EUROBAT AGM and Forum will be held on 13-14 June in Berlin, Germany.
The presentations will be available on the new EUROBAT’s website.
***
About EUROBAT:
EUROBAT is the association for the European manufacturers automotive, industrial and energy storage
batteries. EUROBAT has over 50 members from across the continent comprising more than 90% of the
battery industry in Europe. The members and staff work with all stakeholders, such as battery users,
governmental organisations and media, to develop new battery solutions in areas of hybrid and
electro-mobility as well as grid flexibility and renewable energy storage.
For more information, please visit www.eurobat.org or contact the office in Brussels.

